
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – April 19, 2016 

 

At 7:00 p.m. President Bielski convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen 
School Board in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  Members 
present were Christi Boora, Erin Farrer and Jamie Walsh along with student 
representative Shelby Cokeley, Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 23 
patrons and staff.  Director Jeff Nelson and student representative Katurah 
Martin were excused. A work study for budget and facilities planning 
preceded the meeting. The meeting began with the Flag salute.  

CALL TO ORDER 

On a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Christi Boora, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes of the regular 
meeting conducted on March 29; March payroll vouchers 820416 through 
820461 totaling $2,745,162.09, General Fund vouchers 820477, 820480 through 
820568 and 820570 totaling $469,688.56, ASB Fund vouchers 820462 through 
820476, 820478 and 820569 totaling $14,493.90, and a Private Purpose Trust 
Fund voucher 820479 in the amount of $15.00; approved trip requests for A.J. 
West Elementary School sixth graders to attend outdoor camp at Camp 
Bishop and for the Link Crew at Aberdeen High School to travel to Camp 
Shilo for leadership training on June 9-11, and accepted the donation of a 
stroller/wheelchair, car seat system and pediatric wheelchair from the family 
of Lucien Vrooman-Whitlock. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Director Christi Boora offered congratulations to the SkillsUSA Team for their 
successful showing at the state competition and thanked the staff at Stevens 
Elementary School for the invitation to take part in the kindergarten blitz. She 
also commented that the dodgeball fundraiser in support of the soccer 
program was very well done. 

President Sandra Bielski commented that she attended the exit interview for 
the annual state audit and that it’s always nice to hear state auditors praise 
both the district staff and district accounting practices.  

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Student Representative Shelby Cokeley shared information about events 
taking place at the high school, including Business Week for the junior class, 
fundraising for SkillsUSA state champions to attend the national competition 
and preparations for AP exams.  

COMMENTS FROM 
STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SkillsUSA advisor Chuck Veloni presented six students who will be traveling 
to the national competition this summer.  Aberdeen sent an unprecedented 24 
students to the state competition. Jonathon Ball repeated as the state 
champions, which means he will have a chance to win a second national title 
in Automotive Technology. Also earning state titles and qualifying for the 
national competition are  Rafael Lopez-Soriano in Major Appliance, Grant 

COMMENTS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE 

SKILLS USA 
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Bowley in HVAC/Refrigeration, and Dakota Mullikin and Bailey Harper in 
Audio Production. Sophomore Nadia Wirta won election as a state officer and 
will also attend nationals.  Miss Wirta is Aberdeen High School’s 11th 
SkillsUSA state officer since 2008. Mr. Veloni noted by winning a state title, 
these students rank among the top 2 percent of SkillsUSA students in the 
country. The students are planning a fundraising dinner on May 18 to defray 
costs of the trip. 

Following a presentation by Superintendent Opstad and a prolonged 
standing ovation, Chuck Veloni, a career and technical education teacher for 
the district and SkillsUSA advisor, was presented with the Teacher of the Year 
Award.   

TEACHER OF THE 
YEAER 

On a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Christi Boora, the Board 
adopted an update to Policy 3230 Student Privacy and Searches.  As 
recommended by the Washington State School Directors’ Association, the 
proposed update renames Policy 3230 and now incorporates Policy 3231 
Searches of Students. 

On a motion by Erin Farrer and seconded by Christi Boora, the Board adopted 
an update to Policy 3600 Student Records, including renumbering it to Policy 
3231 (which is being merged with Policy 3230) to reflect the numbering 
protocol recommended by the Washington State School Directors’ 
Association.  

 OLD BUSINESS 

POLICY 3230 
STUDENT PRIVACY 

 

POLICY 3600 
RENAMED TO 3231 
STUDENT RECORDS 

 

Following a presentation by Superintendent Opstad on the request for 
proposals from architects, on a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by 
Jamie Walsh, the Board authorized the superintendent to hire Harbor 
Architects for initial design work for necessary repairs, roofing and upgrades 
to the grandstands at Stewart Field.  Superintendent Opstad said the 
estimated cost won’t be known until the scope of work is defined and more 
plans are in place. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the exit interview for the 2014-2015 audit, 
noting there were no findings and auditors spoke highly of the District’s 
cooperation during the process. He discussed a management letter from 
auditors regarding how to determine what fiscal year to account for large 
purchases received during the summer for use in the upcoming school year.  

SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

STEWART FIELD 
GRANDSTANDS 

 

2014-2015 AUDIT 

 

Superintendent Opstad provided an update on the bids received for a new 
phone system. He said the District is evaluating 11 bids and a 
recommendation for the purchase of a new system should be ready for the 
regular meeting in May. 

VOIP PHONE 
SYSTEM 
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Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on work taking place in the 
district regarding Goal 3 of the Strategic Plan — Community Engagement. 
Superintendent Opstad shared information that Teacher.org has ranked 
Aberdeen School District as 15th best in the state for teacher support. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed potential partnerships with the YMCA of 
Grays Harbor regarding childcare for preschool students. 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on the Study and Survey of 
school buildings, which is expected to include a recommendation for a new 
Stevens Elementary School. He discussed potential partnerships with the City 
of Aberdeen and Grays Harbor College to design a school that takes into 
account community and college program needs. 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

 

 

YMCA 

 

STUDY & SURVEY 

Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday presented the Teaching and 
Learning Report for March, noting that much of her departments’ activities 
were covered at the March 29 meeting.  

TEACHING AND 
LEARNING 

Superintendent Opstad shared information about Booster Club activities, 
extra-curricular activities and updated Board members on the work of the 
Athletic Advisory Committee.  

CO-CURRICULAR 
AND EXTRA-
CURRICULAR 

Finance Director Elyssa Louderback presented the Fiscal Status Report and 
Fund Balance Report for March, as well as an update on enrollment from the 
April 1 count. 

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 

Maintenance and Facilities Manager Marv Townsend presented the five- and 
10-year maintenance plans for the district and Mike Pauley of the 
Maintenance Department presented the list of 2016 Summer Projects. The 
Board asked about plans to install a gate at Miller Junior High School and 
discussed the gate in the student parking lot at Aberdeen High School.  
Principal Sherri Northington reported that the gated entry at AHS has 
dramatically reduced undesirable activity in the area. Mr. Townsend reported 
that gates are proving to be more effective than surveillance because the 
Police Department says it doesn’t have time to pursue incidents captured on 
video.  

MAINTENANCE 5- 
AND 10-YEAR 
PLANS; SUMMER 
UPDATE 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 17, 2016, 
in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  A work study will begin 
at 6 p.m. Directors Sandra Bielski and Jeff Nelson will audit the bills.  

NEXT MEETING 

At 8:26 p.m. President Sandra Bielski recessed the meeting for an executive 
session expected to last 15 minutes for the purpose of evaluating the 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 
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qualifications of applicants for employment.  The session began at 8:30 p.m. It 
was extended for 45 minutes. The regular meeting resumed at 9:30 p.m. 

Following a presentation by Human Resources Director Emily Hetland, on a 
motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board approved the 
Personnel Report.   

Under certificated matters, the Board approved the hiring of Julie McDougall 
as a preschool teacher and Jessica Prosch as a special education teacher 
effective with the 2016-17 school year; approved a leave of absence for Marnie 
Ranheim, a counselor at Central Park Elementary School, effective April 11; 
accepted the resignation of Tiffany Martin, a preschool teacher at Hopkins 
Preschool, effective June 21; approved the retirements of James Dalton, a 
teacher at Miller Junior High School, effective August 31, Penny Dalton, a 
Speech/Language Pathologist for the District, effective August 31, Kathleen 
Werner, principal at Stevens Elementary School, effective June 30, and Sheryl 
Woodruff, a teacher at Stevens Elementary School, effective August 31, and 
accepted the resignation of Diane Daschofsky as a substitute teacher.  

Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Brianna Peterson 
as a para-educator at A. J. West Elementary School effective April 18, Alicia 
Pearson as a college helper in the 21st Century Program at A. J. West 
Elementary School effective April 11, Dustin Hanson as a student helper in 
the 21st Century Program at Robert Gray Elementary School effective April 12 
and Teresa Glasscock as a camp cook for Outdoor Camp effective May 23; 
accepted resignations from Suzette Tamlin as a para-educator at Aberdeen 
High School effective April 1, and from Jamie Escober as the site coordinator 
in the 21st Century Program at Miller Junior High School effective April 21; 
approved the retirements of Robert Dalyrmple, a utility/maintenance worker, 
effective June 30, and Marv Townsend, the maintenance and custodial 
manager for the District, effective June 30; accepted resignations from Ryan 
Harless as the boys’ basketball assistant coach at Aberdeen High School and 
head coach for football at Miller Junior High School effective April 12, Cory 
Martinsen as an assistant coach for football at Aberdeen High School effective 
April 14 and from Aaron Roiko as the head coach for girls’ basketball at 
Aberdeen High School effective March 23; approved the hiring of Taprina 
Ervin and Marylyn Rivas Martinez as substitutes and accepted the resignation 
of Amanda Hinz-Kammerdiener as a substitute for the District. 

PERSONNEL 

 

CERTIFICATED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED 

Following a presentation by Human Resources Director Emily Hetland, on a 
motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Erin Farrer, the Board approved the 
2016-2017 hiring list for certificated staff. 

2016-2017 
CERTIFICATED 
STAFF HIRING LIST  
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Following a presentation by Human Resources Director Emily Hetland, on a 
motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jamie Walsh, the Board approved 
the 2016-2017 hiring list for classified staff. 

2016-2017 
CLASSIFIED STAFF 
HIRING LIST 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:32 p.m. ADJOURN 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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